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UN-Habitat announces HRH 
Princess Lamia Bint Majid 
Al Saud as the UN-Habitat 
Goodwill Ambassador 
for the Arab region for a 
second term. © AlWaleed 
Philanthropies

International 
Women’s Day 2023: 
Women and Urban 
Spaces



Dear Reader,

In this issue we celebrate International Women’s 
Day 2023 which shines the spotlight on the gender 
gap in digital access. We feature messages 
from our Executive Director and our Goodwill 
Ambassador for the Arab Region and celebrate 
three trailblazing women.

In addition, we explore our first initiative as part of 
the Smart SDGs Cities project and profile our New 
York office where it all began!

Lastly, we discover how to harness the value and 
impact of knowledge-based partnerships and learn 
how to stay safe in the online world.

As always, we encourage you to share your stories 
at unhabitat-habpost@un.org.

Happy Reading,

Sumitra Jayaraj 
Editor

Editor’s note
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Did you know?

Head of UN-Habitat visits southern Türkiye, conveys condolences 
(Daily Sabah)

UN-Habitat Sudan receives $605,222 from Japan to support 
peaceful IDP returns to North Darfur, Sudan (Sudan Tribune)

OTS and UN-Habitat sign memorandum of understanding 
(Kazinform)

Princess Lamia reappointed Goodwill Ambassador for UN-
Habitat (Arab News)

HRH Princess Lamia Reappointed As UN-Habitat Regional 
Goodwill Ambassador for Arab States (About Her) 

Africa: Experts Call for Concerted Re-Focus on SDGs in Africa 
(AllAfrica)

Turkish first lady meets head of UN-Habitat (Anadolu Agency)

Taita Taveta and UN Habitat commit to fight plastic pollution 
(KBC)

Dubai Municipality, UN-Habitat sign collaboration agreement for 
International Best Practices Award (Zawya)

MDA, UN-Habitat organizes the Smart Madinah Forum 2023 
(Saudi Gazette)

How Kenya’s Blue Radio reports on the country’s blue economy 
(International Journalists Network)

Japanese ambassador visits Bab Sinjar housing complex in 
Mosul (Iraqi News)

Covid-19 Exposed Gaps, Made Arab Cities Incredibly Attractive:  
Derasat Chairman (The Daily Tribune)

UN-Habitat Executive Director talks to CNN TÜRK (in Turkish)

Live updates: Focus on rebuilding as UN officials visit quake-hit 
Türkiye (TRT World)

UN body chief visits quake-hit region in southern Türkiye 
(Anadolu Agency)

KSRelief chief meets UN, relief officials on sidelines of Riyadh 
humanitarian forum (Arab News)

UN-Habitat issues statement of correction about a form allegedly 
affirming refugees’ right to housing and property in Lebanon 
(National News Agency) 

Waste management has a data problem. This approach can fix it. 
(World Economic Forum)

Syria-Türkiye: Three border crossings now operational for 
earthquake aid delivery (UN News)

News roundup
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FEATURE STORY

Every Eighth of March, the United Nations family, and 
the world observe International Women’s Day. This 
year the theme for global celebrations is “DigitALL: 
Innovation and technology for gender equality.”

UN-Habitat aims to create a better urban future. Today, we 
celebrate women and girls who have contributed to inclusive 
urban development. We admire female champions who have 
advanced women’s rights in their own cities, countries, and 
globally.

I also take this opportunity to encourage all the girls out there 
with bold ideas. Now more than ever, we need you. Bring your 
innovations, passions, and solutions to the table. In the city, in 
the country, and in the world.

Our future is undoubtedly digital. The future of our cities and 
human settlements is also digital. Technology has the power 
to make our cities and lives inclusive and fair. However, if we 
ignore the digital gender gap, we can end up widening existing 
urban inequalities.

As the Executive Director of UN-Habitat, I want to see more 
women in urban planning and key city positions. Cities and 
towns designed for women and girls are cities and towns 
designed for all.

We need to make sure women are part of the decision-making 
shaping their cities. It can be planning, budgeting, or provision 
of basic services.

International Women’s 
Day 2023: Women and 
Urban Spaces

We must use smart technologies to ensure that urban 
benefits reach women and girls. Older women or women 
with disabilities might find themselves excluded from active 
participation. Technology can bridge the gap and make our 
cities truly accessible and inclusive.

UN-Habitat’s digital Her City Toolbox empowers women and 
girls to take part in city-making and gives women a voice. We 
work in 350 cities. But we can do much more. We want to 
involve more cities around the world.

I believe that women must be at the table. As a gender 
champion, I made a commitment to ensure we achieved 
gender parity at global public forums. We achieved panel 
parity at WUF10 and gender parity at WUF11 last year. I call 
on other leaders and organisations to ensure women are 
heard! 

I also encourage cities and urban colleagues to create ways 
for all women and girls to participate meaningfully and invite 
them to be part of urban transformations.

And to all the women and girls with bold ideas about how to 
make our cities better for everyone – let’s make them a reality 
together!

Happy International Women’s Day!

International Women’s Day Statement by our Executive 
Director, Maimunah Mohd Sharif 

Read the statement in  
Arabic | Chinese | French | Russian | Spanish
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A passion for gender-inclusive cities

Globally, women tend to face more barriers than 
men in accessing and using technology, and in the 
Arab region, even though the region is projected to 
have 160 million potential digital users by 2025, the 

percentage of females who access and use the internet is just 
36.9 percent compared to 46.2 percent of males.

In cities and urban areas, technology and innovation are 
transforming cities. Cities are becoming smarter. Technology 
is used to enhance the well-being of people in cities.

Therefore, it is crucial for women and girls to have access 
to technology, which can also be utilized as a tool for further 
inclusion.

UN-Habitat works toward more inclusive, safe, and sustainable 
cities and urban areas. Within these efforts, innovation and 
technology are used as tools to advance this goal.

In Palestine, UN-Habitat, under the HAYA Joint Programme, 
was able to introduce for the first time in the region a 
comprehensive approach to the provision of safe and 
inclusive public spaces for women and girls in 5 Palestinian 
urban areas across the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

Innovation and technology were employed as an integral part 
of creating impactful results. The Minecraft computer game 
was utilized to engage the community in envisioning the 
public space they need.

This was applied in the design process of the first well-
designed public space for women and girls in Khan Younis, 
Gaza, which engaged four female architecture students in the 
assessment and design process.

© AlWaleed Philanthropies

As the first ever Goodwill Ambassador for UN-
Habitat in the Arab region, appointed in 2020, 
Princess Lamia has lent her voice to UN-Habitat 
with the aim of highlighting key urban issues, 
promoting more sustainable and resilient 
cities in the region and mobilising resources to 
address key urban challenges.

 �Read more ...

This approach enabled forty young community 
representatives, half of whom are young women, to not 
only participate in creating more inclusive spaces but also 
contribute to decision-making.

Globally, the HerCity toolbox, developed by UN-Habitat, has 
supported urban development from a girls’ perspective in 350 
cities so far, contributing to scale-up and mainstreaming girls’ 
participation in planning as a part of long-term strategies to 
build sustainable cities and societies.

On International Women’s Day, as the UN-Habitat Goodwill 
Ambassador in the Arab region, I’m reiterating the importance 
of women and girls’ inclusion in and through innovation and 
technology and to be part of decision-making in the cities, 
public spaces, and urban areas they live in.

Statement by UN-Habitat’s Goodwill Ambassador for the 
Arab region HRH Princess Lamia Bint Majed Saud Al Saud
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https://unhabitat.org/news/20-feb-2023/princess-lamia-al-saud-amplifies-the-voice-of-un-habitat-in-the-arab-region


Gender biases in AI applications and datasets can 
lead to discrimination against women in accessing 
services and participating in urban governance 
processes. These exclusions can exacerbate 
existing inequalities at a time when digitalization is 
rapidly advancing. UN-Habitat’s AI & cities proposes 
a risk management framework to assess potential 
AI risks and exclusions. 

Women’s political representation in local government 
and therefore their role in shaping urban planning 
and governance still falls behind that of men. 
Addressing this gap is urgent in order to elevate 
women’s leadership in urban planning, design and 
implementation for building a city that works for 
everyone, including girls and young women. 

UN-Habitat’s Her City platform guides practitioners 
on how to involve girls in urban development.  

While progress has been made towards the digital 
gender parity, women are still unrepresented online 
with the gaps being widest for women in LDCs 
including Africa and the Arab States. Women’s 
access to the internet is more critical now as 
national and local governments transition to digital 
service delivery models. Check out UN-Habitat’s 
guides on assessing and addressing the digital 
divide. 

Women make up only 

22% 
of AI professionals globally

Gender gap in AI

69% of men
are using the Internet, 
compared with 

63% of women

Digital divide Leadership gap

Of the 6.02 million elected members in deliberative 
bodies of local government only 2.18 million 

(36%) are women

FEATURED STORY

300 
initiatives 

1070 
users 

350 
cities 

100 
countries
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I summoned my courage 
to lead the revitalization of 

this pond. Not only as my social 
contribution but also to break the 
gender stereotype that construction 
is only for men.”

Gyani Maharjan

If you go to my [Facebook] 
page, you will see at least 

20 posts per day about inheritance 
rights. I started to get threats 
because people started to figure 
out who are the people behind 
my stories. So, I started writing 
differently.” 

Ouloum Audi

When Oula Ahmad Hussein 
inherited her piece of land, she 
was immediately under pressure 
to reject the land and take money 
instead. Nevertheless, Oula wants 
to keep it. If it were up to her, she 
would buy more land. She wants 
her voice to be heard to represent 
all women who cannot speak out.

Oula Ahmad Hussein

SUCCESS STORY

 Trailblazing stories
of inspiring women

Empowering women for 
heritage regeneration

Claiming her rights Standing on her land

Learn more about Oula and her 
determination to succeed …

Learn more about how Gyani 
is leading the revitalization of a 
community space ... Learn more about Ouloum and her 

motivation to create change in her 
hometown …

© Ali El Sheikh, UN-Habitat 2022© Arun Rai, UN-Habitat Nepal © Ali El Sheikh, UN-Habitat 2022
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OFFICE PROFILE

New York Office

New York is where it all began!  On 2 
August 1962, ECOSOC established 
the Committee on Housing, Building, 
and Planning as a “new instrument 
for consideration of the problems 
involved and appropriate integration 
of housing and urban development,” 
that was then endorsed by the General 
Assembly on 7 December 1962.  Much 
happened in New York in the years that 
followed, not least the establishment 
by the General Assembly of the United 
Nations Centre for Human Settlements 
in 1978, the elevation of UNCHS to the 
United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme in 2001 and, most recently, 
the high-level meeting of the General 
Assembly on the implementation of the 
New Urban Agenda in 2022. 

Inter-governmental relations: The 
office is responsible for promoting 
the implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda and related mandates by 
furthering cooperation with Permanent 
Missions to the United Nations in 
New York and by servicing the inter-
governmental processes of the General 
Assembly and the various Commissions 
of the Economic and Social Council. 

The Office functions has three main areas:

Inter-agency affairs: The office 
represents UN-Habitat at UNHQ, 
facilitating coordination between the 
Office of the Executive Director of 
UN-Habitat and the Executive Office of 
the Secretary-General, Departments 
of the UN Secretariat, and the Funds 
and Programmes based in New York. 
The office leads UN systemwide 
coordination, overseeing efforts by UN-
Habitat to facilitate the implementation 
of the UN systemwide strategy for 
sustainable urbanization through inter-
agency processes at global, regional, 
and national levels. 

Partner engagement:  The office is 
responsible for engaging constituencies 
of the New Urban Agenda that are 
based in the North America region, 
including associations of local 
governments, grassroots organizations, 
professional associations, business 
leaders, private foundations, as well as 
youth, academic institutions, women’s 
organizations, and research centers. 

UN-Habitat New York Office Team 
© UN-Habitat

The New York Office is led by Christopher Williams, 
Director, UN-Habitat.
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STAFF NEWS

New colleagues

Ermias Tessema Beyene
Intern
Programme Support (People Centered Smart 
Cities Flagship Program)
Innovation Section
ermias.beyene@un.org

Badarou Imini
Intern
Programme Management
Regional Office for Africa, Côte d’Ivoire
badarou.iminimahaman@un.org

Alicia Van der Stighelen
Intern
Programme Management 
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
alicia.vanderstighelen@un.org

Tigui Dramé
Intern
Project Management (Dakar & Abidjan)
Regional Office for Africa
tigui.drame@un.org
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INNOVATION CORNER

The Smart Madinah Forum promotes people-
centered and SDG smart cities 

UN-Habitat and Madinah Region Development 
Authority co-organized the Smart Madinah 
Forum (SMF) 2023, which took place in the 
city of Madinah, Saudi Arabia, in February 

2023. We led the SDGs track with a focus on SDG 11 
on making cities and human settlements inclusive, 
safe, resilient, and sustainable. 

The Smart Madinah Forum 2023 was the first 
initiative as part of the Smart SDGs Cities project, a 
new collaboration between the Flagship Programmes 
on SDGs Cities and People-Centered Smart Cities, 
with the city of Madinah. The event which was 
opened with keynotes by our Executive Director, 
Maimunah Mohd Sharif, and Christy Mitchel, Lead of 
the G20 Smart City Alliance, was an opportunity to 
contribute to discussions on the role of innovation 
and technology to achieve sustainable development, 
internationally and in the Arab region. 

UN-Habitat’s contribution to events such as SMF 
2023 provides an opportunity to highlight the 
potential of digital technologies for sustainable 
urban development, while also acknowledging the 
risks, challenges and unintended consequences, if 
technology is not well governed. 

Countries, cities, communities 
– and the private sector – are 

putting forward a more human-
centric vision for the smart city. 
What is emerging is a realization 
that digital transformation 
– like cities and human 
settlements – is complex 
and requires leadership, 
effective governance, 
capacity and a 
strong commitment 
to sustainability.”  
Maimunah Mohd Sharif,
Executive Director, 
UN-Habitat

Maimunah Mohd Sharif, UN-Habitat’s Executive Director visits the Smart Kids Corner at the Smart Madinah Forum 2023 
© Madinah Region Development Authority
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Summary of recommendations from the 
panels led by UN-Habitat: 

People-centered smart cities  

 � The recent pandemic signified the importance of service 
delivery in particular e-services.  This development 
necessitates governments to be innovative, build digital 
capacity and address the digital divide.  

 � The city of Madinah has defined the city strategy, ensured it 
remains updated and the created the City Innovation Lab.

 � Elements for a successful smart city include 1) a policy 
to set the foundation for the development of cities in a 
people-centered way; 2) a framework with a plan for digital 
infrastructure; and 3) technology, data and people have to 
be intertwined through subject matter experts.

 � Using a place-centered approach in addition to the people-
centered approach. 

Green and public spaces 

 � Smart and green public spaces need to be developed using 
a data-driven approach.

 � Identifying strategies and guidelines on how to monitor the 
actual improvement of the public space experience from a 
people-centered perspective.  

 � Piloting national design guidelines for smart people-
centred public spaces tailored to the local contexts.  

Visitors walk around the Al-Masjid an-Nabawi in Madinah
© Hani Fildzah

Opening panel on people-centered smart cities, led by UN-Habitat
© Livia Schaeffer Nonose
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Housing and neighbourhoods  

 � Digital technologies coupled with participatory 
assessments and meticulous field work are powerful tools 
that ensure urban recovery plans are evidence-based and 
align better to people’s aspirations and priorities. 

 � Digital technologies offer new opportunities to preserve 
and interpret heritage, but we must ensure that they do not 
widen global disparities or harm the environment. 

 � Adopting local content in the housing sector will preserve 
culture and heritage with rules and standards to design for 
sustainability. 

Smart mobility  

 � Provision of good physical infrastructure, safe first and 
last mile connectivity, designing for universal access, and 
increasing women’s participation in the transport sector is 
imperative for smart, safe and inclusive urban mobility.  

 � Understanding residents’ needs, perceptions, and 
preferences, are at the heart of a user-centric design. 

 � There should be an interrelationship between smart 
mobility and sustainable mobility. It’s not just about 
the technology; for mobility systems to be truly smart, 
they must be sustainable environmentally, socially, and 
economically. 

UN-Habitat panellists
© Maryam Hawsawi

Inclusive spatial planning 

 � Co-creating smart cities planning requires multi-
stakeholder engagement to design the spaces and is 
crucial in promoting collaborative data collection and 
governance locally.

 � There is a need for rethinking modern spatial planning 
strategies through the integration of ICTs. The provisions 
of smart urban services should be inspired by the UN good 
governance principles. 

 � Technology can offer new creative solutions, but it should 
always remain a means to an end at the service of citizens.

 � Explore the full programme here.

 � Reach out to Livia Schaeffer from our 
Innovation Section to learn more.
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https://event.smf.city/event/smf-2023/webview/RXZlbnRWaWV3XzQwMzI0MA==
mailto:livia.schaeffernonose@un.org


VACANCIES

Role
Programme 
Management 
Officer 
(Project Post), 
P3 
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline
12 April 2023
Apply here

Role
Programme 
Management 
Officer, Human 
Settlements, P4
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline
8 April 2023
Apply here

Role
Associate 
Programme 
Management 
Officer, Human 
Settlements, P2 
(Temporary Job 
Opening)
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline
28 March 2023
Apply here

Role
Programme 
Management 
Officer, Human 
Settlements, P3 
(Temporary Job 
Opening)
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline
27 March 2023
Apply here

Role
Programme 
Management 
Officer, Human 
Settlements, P3 
(Temporary Job 
Opening)
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline
25 March 2023
Apply here

Role
Chief Technical 
Adviser, P5
Duty Station
Sana'a, Yemen 
Deadline
20 April 2023 
Apply here 

Role
Programme 
Management 
Officer, Human 
Settlements 
(Project Post), 
P4
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya 
Deadline
19 April 2023 
Apply here 

Role
Budget Officer, 
P3
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya 
Deadline
14 April 2023
Apply here

H
AB

 P
O

ST
 | 

M
ar

ch
 2

4 
20

23

https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=203387&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=201874&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=203396&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=202158&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=202948&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=203298&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=203737&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=201750&Lang=en-US


UPCOMING EVENTS AND CORPORATE CALENDAR

MAR

MAR

22-24

28-29

UN 2023 Water Conference

On 20 December 2018, the General 
Assembly adopted the resolution on 
the “Midterm comprehensive review of 
the implementation of the International 
Decade for Action, ‘Water for Sustainable 
Development’, 2018-2028” (A/RES/73/226).

First session of the UN-Habitat 
Executive Board 2023

The first session of 2023 of the Executive 
Board of the United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) will 
be held on 28 and 29 March 2023, at the 
UN-Habitat Headquarters in Nairobi, in a 
hybrid format. 

MAR

MAR

27-30

30

Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable 
Development 2023

The 10th APFSD will be organized under 
the theme “Accelerating the recovery from 
the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and 
the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development at all levels in 
Asia and the Pacific” in Bangkok. 

International Day of Zero Waste

High-level Meeting on Zero Waste
The United Nations General Assembly 
adopted a resolution at its seventy-
seventh session to proclaim 30 March 
as International Day of Zero Waste, to be 
observed annually. Türkiye, with 105 other 
countries, put forward the resolution. It 
follows resolutions focused on waste, 
including “End plastic pollution: towards an 
internationally legally binding instrument”, 
adopted at the United Nations Environment 
Assembly. The President of the United 
Nations General Assembly will lead a 
full-day high-level discussion on zero 
waste. This high-level meeting will serve 
as a forum for Member States to share 
their experiences and accomplishments 
in creating and putting into practice 
solid waste management solutions and 
technologies, including cutting-edge 
projects and initiatives like local and 
national zero-waste initiatives to promote 
waste management. 

MAY

19-21 G7 summit

At the G7 Summit, the leaders of the G7, 
which shares fundamental values such as 
freedom, democracy and human rights, 
exchange candid views on important 
challenges the international community 
is facing at that time, such as the global 
economy, regional affairs and various 
global issues, and issue a document as an 
outcome of such discussions.

MAY

22-25
The 5th Global WOPs Congress & 
GWOPA Assembly in Bonn, Germany

Resilience in challenging times: Mobilizing 
collaboration for future-ready water and 
sanitation service providers. UN-Habitat’s 
GWOPA will convene the global water 
and sanitation utility community at 
the 5th Global WOPs Congress in Bonn, 
Germany, on 22-25 May 2023.

JUN

5-9
Second United Nations Habitat 
Assembly 

The Assembly will be held in Nairobi, 
Kenya with the theme “A sustainable urban 
future through inclusive and effective 
multilateralism: achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals in times of global 
crises”.
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https://unhabitat.org/events/un-2023-water-conference
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/73/226
https://unhabitat.org/governance/executive-board
https://unhabitat.org/governance/executive-board
https://unhabitat.org/events/asia-pacific-forum-on-sustainable-development-2023
https://unhabitat.org/events/asia-pacific-forum-on-sustainable-development-2023
https://www.un.org/pga/77/2023/02/06/letter-from-the-president-of-the-general-assembly-zero-waste-hlm-save-the-date/
https://www.undocs.org/A/RES/77/161
https://wedocs.unep.org/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/39764/END%20PLASTIC%20POLLUTION%20-%20TOWARDS%20AN%20INTERNATIONAL%20LEGALLY%20BINDING%20INSTRUMENT%20-%20English.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/39764/END%20PLASTIC%20POLLUTION%20-%20TOWARDS%20AN%20INTERNATIONAL%20LEGALLY%20BINDING%20INSTRUMENT%20-%20English.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.un.org/pga/77/2023/02/06/letter-from-the-president-of-the-general-assembly-zero-waste-hlm-save-the-date/
https://www.un.org/pga/77/2023/02/06/letter-from-the-president-of-the-general-assembly-zero-waste-hlm-save-the-date/
https://www.g7hiroshima.go.jp/en/
https://unhabitat.org/events/the-5th-global-wops-congress-gwopa-assembly-in-bonn-germany
https://unhabitat.org/events/the-5th-global-wops-congress-gwopa-assembly-in-bonn-germany
https://unhabitat.org/governance/un-habitat-assembly
https://unhabitat.org/governance/un-habitat-assembly


LEARNING

Harnessing the value and impact of 
knowledge-based partnerships 

The world’s tertiary education and research institutions are 
key stakeholders in implementing the New Urban Agenda 
(NUA) due to their unique position within cities, role in training 
the next generation of urban professionals, as well as their 
access to vast knowledge including evidence-based research. 

UN-Habitat, on the other hand, builds practical knowledge 
that is tested on the ground through its experience in the field 
closely supporting national and local governments, partners, 
and stakeholders to address developmental challenges and 
advance sustainable and inclusive urban development. 

Building linkages between UN-Habitat and tertiary education 
and academia more generally is thus vital to bridge the gap 
between theory and practice in sustainable urbanization for 
the successful achievement of the SDGs and the NUA. There 
is evidently a need for an expanded and more coordinated 
collaboration with academia within the agency. 

In the report ‘Linking UN-Habitat and Universities’ prepared 
in March 2022, colleagues shared their thoughts in a survey 
on the value of engaging with universities. The report further 
explores and suggests paths forward for developing UN-
Habitat’s partnerships with universities. 

Upcoming webinar series on “Bridging the Theory-
practice Gap in Sustainable Urbanization Knowledge 
and Education.” The webinar series will focus on 
affordable housing, climate change, and urban crisis 
responses and prevention. Each session will explore 
initiatives and projects that have benefited from closer 
linkages between theory and practice.  Stay tuned!

UN-Habitat’s University Network Initiative (Habitat UNI) is 
the agency’s partnership with universities worldwide, making 
it an important vehicle in strengthening collaborations with 
academia. 

 � Discover Habitat UNI’s history, vision, and ongoing efforts 
to bring it closer to the normative and operational work of 
the agency.

 � Explore the compendium of UN-Habitat-university 
partnerships.

 � Reach out to the UNI Secretariat to get involved and learn 
more!

Capacity for long-term
collaboration
12%

Reputation
11%

Access to
education
10%

Access to
research material
10%

Access to
experts
16%

Access
to data
11%

Others
30%

What is value of engaging universities? (UN-Habitat Staff)
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https://unhabitat.org/linking-un-habitat-and-universities-harnessing-the-potential-of-knowledge-partnerships
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2022/09/uni_report_annex_1.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2022/09/uni_report_annex_2.pdf
mailto:unhabitat-uni@un.org
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Editorial Team

Participate!
Want your story featured? Please submit your ideas 
or reach out to us at unhabitat-habpost@un.org.

Staying safe in the digital world

 � Find out how to stand up against cyberbullying and enable women’s safety in the digital world.

 � Learn more about staying cybersafe.
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mailto:mailto:unhabitat-habpost%40un.org?subject=
https://iseek.un.org/announcement/empowering-womens-safety-digital-world
https://iseek.un.org/nyc/information-security

